
  

 

 
 
 
 

4th November 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Autumn Term – Reporting  
 

Your child’s Autumn 1 pastoral report and baseline testing report has been sent home today via Sims Parent app. 
The information you receive will be a downloadable PDF file, however the report can also be viewed through the 
app.  
 

If you have already registered for this free service you need take no further action. If you haven’t yet 
registered then you will not be able to access your child’s report until you do so.  To register, please provide 
school with an active email address.  This is so we can send an activation email inviting you to join this 
service. If you have not provided an active email address please can you fill in the form via the school 
website. 
 

The pastoral report provides information regarding your child’s current pastoral indicators. 
 
Autumn term 1 Pastoral Report 

 
How to interpret Pastoral data: Attendance and Behaviour (this is not your child’s data) 

 

 

Attendance percentages and behaviour totals will be reported as “Year to date” (from September 2021). 
Year group averages enables you to compare your child’s performance against their peers. 
 
The year group attendance ranking position will be from 1 to 100, with 1 being high. 

 
 

Y - means that your child’s quality of homework, participation in lessons or behaviour is at the acceptable school 
standard. 
 
N - means that your child’s quality of homework, participation in lessons or behaviour is not of an acceptable 
standard. There are concerns that we may like to discuss. 
 

 
 
 
 

2020-21 Pupil A Year Group Average Rank Position 

Attendance 
(Year to date) 

98.2% 97.2% 8th 

Achievement Points 852 478 
 

Behaviour Points 3 6 

Subjects Quality of Homework Participation in lessons 
Positive Behaviour in 

lessons 

Subject x N Y Y 



 

 

How to interpret your child’s attainment targets.  

 
Subjects Lowton Target Grade Lowton Target Band 

English 6- C 

Mathematics 6- C 

Science 5+ C 

Art 6+ C 

Computing 5+ C 

Drama 6 C 

Design Tech 6 C 

Food Tech 6 C 

French 5+ C 

Geography 6 C 

History 6 C 

Music 6- C 

PE 6 C 

Religious Studies 7- B 

 

Band E D C B A 

Grades U, 1, 2 3, 4 5, 6 7, 8 9 

 
Using the year 7 baseline testing scores and teacher assessment information, pupils are given a “Lowton 
Target Grade” for the end of year 11.  In years to 7 to 9 we use the Lowton target and place it within an 
attainment band. So, as a year 7 student your child has a target band for each subject. From the table above, 
you will see the distribution of target grades to target bands. In future attainment reports we will report 
home attainment bands from A (high) to E (low). 
 
Baseline testing report 
 
In September, when your child arrived at Lowton, they did not have any test results from primary school. We 
have completed some testing to help us gain a picture of their learning. 
 
Cognitive Abilities Tests are used in many schools across the UK to provide information to teachers, students and 
parents. These tests form the basis of discussion about how best an individual can learn and reach their potential 
in school. 
 
Undertaking a CAT test does not require any prior knowledge and you cannot ‘learn’ how to answer the questions 
in these tests. It is therefore a good test because everyone starts at the same place. 
 
Some tasks involved thinking about shapes and patterns (Non-verbal Reasoning), some with words (Verbal 
Reasoning) or numbers (Quantitative Reasoning) and, finally, some questions were answered by thinking about 
shape and space together and imagining a shape being changed and moving (Spatial Ability). 
 
The abilities tested, such as spatial ability, may be difficult to demonstrate in the classroom so it is important 
that teachers know the level of a student’s ability in such areas. 
 
We use these tests to contribute to setting targets (for example grades at GCSE) and they help us to monitor the 
progress your child is making. 
 
These results will help teachers decide about the pace of learning that is right for an individual child and whether 
additional support or challenge is needed.  



 

 

Unlike an English or Maths test, CATs are not a test of what the student has learned. It tests how an individual 
can think in areas that are known to make a difference to learning and achievement. 
 
The tests allow for different strengths or weaknesses in a student’s learning to be identified, which teachers can 
take into account during lessons. 
 
Y7 pastoral parents evening Tuesday 9th November (3.30pm to 7.30pm) 
 

As a reminder, the evening is a virtual event using our “Parents evening booking system”. If you have not yet 
made a booking to speak with your child’s form tutor, please do so at:  
 
https://lowtonchurchofengland.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 
You will need to make sure that the information you provide matches the information we have within school. 
 
If you require any further information, or a conversation regarding your child’s pastoral report or baseline 
testing, please contact me at carterp@lowtonhs.wigan.sch.uk. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr Philip Carter 
Leadership Director – Assessment, Reporting and Performance 

 

https://lowtonchurchofengland.schoolcloud.co.uk/

