
 

 

 

19 November 2021 

 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Weekly letter to parents: Week 3 Autumn 2. 
 

Your child’s learning: At the heart of all we do is our curriculum – what students are taught in lesson and their 

experiences across the wider curriculum. Our focus as teachers this term is the intentional teaching of 

substantive and disciplinary knowledge. 
 

These two terms are an important part of how we plan and teach lessons.  Substantive knowledge is the key 

terms and subject specific language that you hear in a lesson: osmosis, reciprocal, rhetoric, minim, prejudice 

etc.  Disciplinary knowledge is the processes that we use to apply knowledge, like evaluation, experimentation, 

comparisons, description, designing, creating etc. 
 

Ask them what new language they learned in a subject today. They might surprise you. We are also focusing 

on them being able to recall and retain this language to help them see the connections in their learning lesson 

to lesson. You can help them recite these words so they become more familiar. 
 

Attendance significantly improving: attendance has significantly improved in recent weeks. Year 7 are leading 

the way with impressive attendance this year so far of 95%.  This week they have achieved 97.6% attendance 

on Wednesday. The form with the best attendance year to date in the school is 7.1. 
 

Punctuality: Being on time is an important life skill.  We want students to take pride in being on time to school 

each day, getting to lessons promptly and also completing their homework ahead of schedule, ideally on the 

night it is set if possible. The school gates are locked each day at 8.30am and any students coming onto school 

site after that time will be given a detention unless there is a valid reason beyond the control of your child. I 

am pleased to say that well over 90% of students are punctual on a regular basis. Lost time is lost learning 

which results in lower grades. 
 

Masks: There is no change from Wigan’s Director of Public Health regarding wearing masks in communal areas 

in school.  Please make sure your child brings a clean face mask to school every day until further notice.  We 

charge 20p for every mask we issue as we are unable to fund this on a daily basis for those who don’t bring 

one. 
 

COVID-19 vaccinations: for those who have yet to be vaccinated there are weekend clinics you can access. 

Also, the guidance has changed so that if your child has had COVID recently, they cannot be vaccinated until 

12 weeks has passed. 

 

Day closure (a reminder): As mentioned in earlier letters, the school will be closed for one day on Friday 26 

November. There will be no staff or students on site that day. 
 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

 

Kieran Larkin 

Headteacher 


