
 

 

4 January 2022 

Dear parents and carers 

Start of Spring Term letter. 

I hope my letter finds you well and rested after the Christmas break. 

 

Completing a lateral flow test the night before returning to school: as a reminder, please ensure your child 

does a test the night before they come back to school and reports the outcome to us.  This will help ensure 

that any positive cases do not attend school on the first day back reducing the impact on the school 

community.  In addition, but not instead of, we will complete our in-school testing on your child’s first day 

back in school as outlined in the table below. 
 

Jumpers: as we will need to ensure rooms are well ventilated, windows in classrooms need to be open.  We 

strongly encourage all students to wear a school jumper to keep warm.  Hoodies and gilets are not allowed. 

Coats will not be allowed to be worn in classrooms 
 

Face coverings: all secondary schools have been advised that students should wear a face covering (mask) in 

classrooms from the start of this term in addition to wearing them in communal areas.  This will be reviewed 

later in January.  Please ensure your child has a clean mask every day.  Students have been very cooperative 

with this as part of our collective drive to keep each other safe.   
 

Arrangements for the staggered start to term:  there are no changes to the start dates  I outlined at the end 

of last term.  The start date for students according to their year group is as below: 
 

Monday 3rd January 2022  School closed: Bank Holiday. No staff and no students in school. 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 Staff training day. No students in school. 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 Year 11 arrive for 8.30am. 

Year 7 arrive for 10.30am. 
(Enter through the Newton Road gate). 

Thursday 6th January 2022 Year 10 arrive for 8.30am. 

Year 8 arrive for 10.30am.  
(Enter through the Newton Road gate). 

Friday 7th January 2022 Year 9 arrive for 8.30am.  

 

Contingency planning: It is impossible for us to predict what lies ahead this term related to the pandemic, but 

it would be wrong of me not to outline some of our contingency planning in the event of higher levels of staff 

absence due to COVID-19 infection.  I fully back the principle of keeping schools open, your child being in 

school learning and socialising with their peers, ensuring we as a community and the country continue as 

normal a life as we are able while managing the ongoing implications of the pandemic.  However, safety in 

school is our foremost priority and this comes in two main forms: 
 

(i) minimising the risk of coronavirus transmission – maintaining our high expectations of good hygiene: 

correct wearing of masks, regular hand washing, ventilation, regular hand sanitising, one-way systems 

and year group zones. 

 



(ii) maintaining subject specialist teaching – in the event of high levels of staff absence, looking to 

ensure your child continues to get the subject specialist teaching they deserve.  To do this, we will 

consider the following five elements in this order: 
 

a. redeploying our own subject specialist staff where their availability allows; 

b. collapsing classes to ensure students are taught by an established subject specialist; 

c. employing subject specialist supply teachers (there is a real shortage of this locally); 

d. for teachers isolating but well enough to teach, video/recorded lessons for students; 

e. remote learning as a last resort for groups of students should we need to. 
 

We will do all we can to avoid resorting to the fifth option.  However, this could happen at short notice where 

staff test positive for COVID-19.  In this scenario, you will be contacted via letter and text to notify you of any 

changes we have had to make.  I sincerely hope that this will not be necessary, but it remains a possibility.  

We will not do this lightly. 
 

Lateral flow testing and vaccinations: we have all seen the significant increase in the number of infections 

locally and nationally.  Please help us to keep the school running as smoothly as possible by continuing with 

lateral flow testing on at least a twice weekly basis (Sunday and Wednesday evenings).  
 

The reporting to us of lateral flow test results has fallen to as low as 25% of students at times last term.  Please 

supervise your child completing and reporting their tests and test more regularly if you choose. 
 

In terms of vaccinations, we have already facilitated one round of this in school and we are likely to be 

approached soon by the SAIS (School Age Immunisation Service) to do so again.  
 

However, if you choose, you can get your child vaccinated outside of school if they are 12 years or older by 

taking them to a vaccination centre.  You are able to get your child their second jab if 12 weeks has passed 

since their first jab.  Your child may have been vaccinated at our school on 21 or 22 October.  For those that 

did, the 12 week period will be over week commencing Monday 17 January.  

 

Spring term priorities in school 
 

Our priorities for this term are as follows: 
 

• Ensuring Year 11 complete their mocks and focus on achieving their best grades in the summer 2022 

national examinations. 
 

• Focusing on and recognising students in all year groups for making positive choices and actively 

contributing to their successful learning. 
 

• Being deliberate in the new knowledge that students are being taught and making this very explicit in 

their books to help them retain, remember and re-use this new knowledge. 
 

• Emphasising the importance of our school values of caring, learning and succeeding and how these are 

made real through our collective worship, learning and social time expectations. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support. 
 

With all best wishes for 2022. 
 

Kieran Larkin 

Headteacher 


