
 

 

 

14 January 2022 

 

Dear parents and carers 
 

Weekly letter to parents: End of Week 2, Spring 1. 
 

Our curriculum focus: on our staff training day at the start of term, we had a particular focus on literacy. 

Typically, across the five years in a secondary school, children learn 25,000 new words – that’s 5,000 each 

year, which means that on average a child will learn around 14 new words each and every day.  
 

So, we are having a push on supporting how students learn and remember important subject vocabulary. This 

is known as ‘tier 3 vocabulary’.  In the coming weeks you will see your child increasingly being given subject 

words or phrases to learn that are an important part of their learning in school. We call this substantive 

knowledge – these are the key words, phrases and definitions in a subject. This knowledge helps provide the 

building blocks for subject learning. 
 

Parents’ evenings: thank you to those who attended our virtual Year 8 parents’ evening on Tuesday 11th 

January.  We are going to continue with virtual parents’ evenings for the foreseeable future.  We expect all 

parents to book appointments for these.  Please put the following dates for other year groups in your diary: 
 

Parents’ Evenings 2022 

Year 7 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

Tuesday 3rd May Tuesday 15th March Tuesday 22nd March 
End of Year Review 
Tuesday 12th July 

Tuesday 1st March 

 

 
A further change to isolation periods 
It was announced on Thursday this week that a further change to 
the isolation period comes into effect from Monday 17 January.    

The diagram on the left shows the new arrangements.  
 
Following a positive lateral flow, you can take your first test on day 
five. If it is negative, you can take another test 24 hours later on 
day six.  Assuming this is also negative - and you do not have a 
temperature - you can immediately leave isolation. 
 
 
 

 
Well done to Year 11 who have completed their first full week of mocks. They have been impressive in getting 
into the routine of the expectations of being in an exam as well as the revision and preparation required to get 
a sense of their own success as they sit many exams in a short space of time.  
 
Thank you for continued support as we help your child be their best self. 
 

Kieran Larkin 
Headteacher 


