
 

 

 

 

25 February 2022 

 

Dear parents and carers 

 

Start of Spring 2 Term. 

 

Priorities for Spring 2 Half Term: You will know from previous letters that our school priorities are focused 

around four words that can be summarised in ABCD.  Here are the four main areas of focus for this half term: 

 

• Ambition: that every child strives for their personal best each day.  This half term we sharply focus 

on getting Year 11 ready for their summer examinations as well as Year 10 students as they prepare 

for their early entry RS GCSE. 

 

• Behaviour: consistent recognition for students ‘getting it right’ and a fair but uncompromising 

approach to the application of sanctions where these are warranted. 

 

• Curriculum: focusing on the intentional teaching of knowledge and ensuring this is well reflected and 

recorded in students’ books to help them remember, refer back to and revise from. 

 

• Distinctiveness: focusing on ‘why we do what we do’ in the context of our Christian values and 

expectations. This will involve our preparations for Easter through the period of Lent and our 

charitable giving. 

 

World Book Day (Thursday 3 March): Our first week of this half term includes World Book Day.  As part of 

this, Year 7 and 8 students are invited to join in with dressing-up for the day and are asked to contribute a 

donation of £2 that will go to charity.  

 

This is not a non-uniform day, but an opportunity to join in with the global celebration of the importance of 

reading.  Even for those not taking part, I hope you will be willing to support our charitable giving venture. 

The £2 donation will be going to the World Book Day charity which aims to give every child and young person 

across the globe a book of their own. 

 

Characters must be from a book and not just a character from a film or Disney.  They can have appeared in 

either of these, but must be related back to a book first. (For example, Gandalf or Alice in Wonderland is fine, 

but a character from Encanto is not). 

 

‘Living with COVID’: our school response: 

You will know that the Prime Minister announced significant changes relating to testing and self-isolation, on 

Monday 21 February.  I would like to outline our approach in the light of the ‘Living with COVID’ guidance 

that was published. 

 



While the expectation on schools is to cease testing on a twice weekly basis, I hope that you will support the 

continuing advice from public health professionals to test regularly to avoid unintentional spreading of the 

virus, particularly to those most vulnerable.  

 

We will stop sending you text messages on Sundays and Wednesdays and stop asking you to routinely report 

the outcome of any tests, unless any test completed is positive and then we would ask you to support the 

continuing advice to self-isolate.  

 

From 24 February, the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test result was removed. 

However, where someone tests positive it is advised that the person isolates to avoid contact with other 

people for at least five days and thereafter until they have received two negative results. 

 

As with any infectious illness, we would ask for your full support with this to reduce the risk of transmission 

and, in particular, the risk of those who are most vulnerable becoming ill.  This is of particular importance in 

a school setting where over 800 people are in close proximity of each other each day. 

 

Where a child (or adult) is ill with COVID or any other illness, we would not expect them to be in school. 

Please report any absence through the normal process of our absence line. 

 

We have already discontinued the wearing of face coverings and we will further stop the end of lesson ‘wipe 

down’ of tables and chairs from the start of his half term. 

 

We will continue until at least Easter with some routines as part of our good hygiene and following of public 

health guidance, such as: 
 

• Handwashing at the start of the school day. 

• Hand sanitising at the start of each lesson. 

• Ventilation of rooms. 

 

I am pleased to report that the number of reported cases in school notably declined in the second half of last 

half term and I hope and pray this will continue to be the case this coming half term. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support as we jointly continue our journey to put the pandemic behind us and 

return to more normal times and focus our energies on ensuring your child gets the best education. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Kieran Larkin 

Headteacher 

 


