
 

 
 

 
16 September 2022 
 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 

End of week 2 letter to parents 
 

Firstly, a reminder that the school will be closed for students and staff on Monday 19 September in line with 
the national Bank Holiday for The Queen’s funeral. 
 
Attendance 
Getting back to high levels of attendance is a priority for every child this year.  Attendance has remained very 
strong this week and it is good to see it back to levels that we would normally expect to see.  One of our priorities 
this year is to collectively prioritise being at school each and every day.  
 

However, as last year, there is a pattern that it dips on Fridays.  We monitor this very closely and can see patterns 
where there are some students whose absence is more likely on Fridays.  We will be following up directly with 
parents where we observe this pattern. 
 

There is a strong link between outcomes and attendance at school.  Each child knows that the acceptable 
standard of attendance is at least 97%, with every child aspiring for 100% attendance unless there are valid 
reasons (e.g. bad illness).  Being absent is disruptive and results in gaps in learning.  The more lessons missed, 
the more gaps, the harder they are to fill leading to a lack of progress. 
 

  
 
Punctuality 
 

Our school day starts with a lesson and that is why we ask students to get here well ahead of time.  The school 
gates are locked each day at 8.30.  I lock the Newton Road gate and make no apology for sticking to this routine 
every day.  Please help your child aim to get to school for 8.15am each day so we can ensure they are ready for 
the day ahead and there is no last-minute rush. 
 

Thank you for all your support.   It has been a strong start to the term and the year will continue in this way with 
us continuing to work closely together at all times for the benefit of your child and their future success. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Kieran Larkin 
Headteacher 


