
 

 

 

 

18 November 2022 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
The World Cup 
 

For some students (and no doubt parents) the World Cup in Qatar is the start of an exciting few weeks of football which may 
dominate much discussion and debate.  As we track the England team through the group stages, it will be helpful for me to 
outline how we intend to approach this in school. 
 

It is not the same for everyone and so whilst we want to embrace the national conversation that will no doubt ensue in the 
coming weeks we are also mindful that for some there are real issues that are at risk of being ignored. 
 

Students have been told in school today that normal lessons are going ahead on Monday (England play at 1pm) and so periods 
5 and 6 will be the normal school timetable.  Teachers have told students that they (the teacher) will ‘check in’ with the score 
at points during the 90 minutes and let students know especially in the closing minutes of the game just as the school day is 
about to end.  But, lessons will go ahead as normal otherwise. 
 

For some, there are wider issues beyond it being a football game and we cannot ignore the views of those who would feel 
that a focus only on football would be an injustice to the wider issues of human rights and the marginalisation of some groups. 
We know that many footballers and coaching teams will use the World Cup as a platform for these voices to be heard.  We 
will play our part in school on this - our assemblies next week are themed ‘Should we positively support the World Cup?’. 
 

In short, we want to support our national team in their endeavours to be and do their best, but we also want to use the 
opportunity to highlight and discuss some of the wider issues that will be part of the headlines as the World Cup starts.  This 
is part of the social action strand of our curriculum to all students. 
 

Uniform 
Last week I added a few reminders on uniform expectations and it was notable this week that your support made an impact 
on the small number who needed to address those issues – thank you.  This week, it is a plea to ask that your child comes to 
school wearing a school coat now the weather has turned colder.  In particular on days where it is due to rain or is raining as 
they leave for school please can you ask your child to wear a coat that they can remove in lessons. Here is the extract from 
our website on coats for school: 
 

Outdoor coats should be sensible and suitably protective. Students should wear them over their blazer, not instead of or under 
the blazer. They should be at least hip length and suitably moderate both in style and in cost. Bright colours, leather, leather 
look, denim and coats bearing large motifs are not acceptable. Students are not allowed to wear tracksuit tops, cardigans, 
hooded sweatshirts or zip up hooded tops. Once again, if unsure please ask school and a decision will be made.  
 

The full details on uniform can be found here: https://www.lowtonhs.wigan.sch.uk/parents/uniform 
 

Reminder: School closure day 
As a reminder of a date previously published, the school will be closed on Friday 25 November for one day.  Please note this 
in your calendar. There will be no staff in school on that day. 
 
Thank you as always for all your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Kieran Larkin 
Headteacher 
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