
 

 

2 December 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear parents and carers 
 

Christmas themed non-uniform day: On Wednesday 14th December we will have a ‘Christmas themed non-uniform day to 
help raise money for two charities we have supported in the last year. We will give the money raised to two good local 
causes: Leigh and Atherton Food Bank https://athertonleigh.foodbank.org.uk/ and The Epiphany Trust 
https://www.epiphany.org.uk/. 
 

We would value your support for these two good causes - one very local and one created locally to support Ukrainian 
refugees in Romania.  To support it, we ask for a donation of at least £1.  You can pay in advance through your child’s 
SCOpay account under the Tips and Events tab.   
 

Why do we do it?  One of the reasons is to help us personally reflect on what we have and what we may take for granted.  
But also, to consider with students the bigger picture of the reasons behind foodbanks and the plight of those who have had 
to flee their homes in Ukraine. 
 

At the heart of our social action themes sits the inspiration we find in the Old Testament book of Micah, which challenges us 
to ‘do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8). 
 

The World Cup and our Collective Worship: It is not often that the these two are put into the same sentence – some say, 
some divine inspiration for the England football team may be just what is needed.  However, I’m not convinced that God is 

an avid England football team fan or is biased towards any team. 
 

More seriously, in collective worship, pupils have reflected on the controversies surrounding the World Cup in Qatar.  Pupils 
considered whether it is right to support a tournament that is hosted in a nation with a poor human rights record.  Pupils 
were taught about Qatari culture and the investments in the country's infrastructure that have taken place to host the 
prestigious event.  We considered how playing in a World Cup is the ambition of many people, and how the players and fans 
did not decide where the tournament was held.  We explored the view that it is better to participate in the event and shine 
a light on the controversies rather than boycott the tournament.   
 

At the end of worship, pupils were asked to give their thoughts through a show of hands.  About 15% of pupils thought that 
football was important, and the location was irrelevant. 75% of pupils thought we should support football but challenge 

Qatar's human rights record and 10% thought that we should boycott the World Cup.    
 

Raising awareness, promoting critical thinking and reflecting on ethical decisions is a key element of our curriculum strategy.  
We believe it is important that pupils are well informed about current affairs and have the skills to express their views.  We 
can balance the two – for those that are interested in the highs and lows of football along with the wider issues of fairness, 
justice and human rights. An interesting dinner table discussion for you. 
 

Year 11 mocks: Year 11 have come to the end of their first full week of written mocks.  They have been superb in their 
attitude and commitment to doing their best.  I am immensely proud of them.  This is a good ‘dry run’ for them to see what 
they can do and what grades they would convert to.   There is of course another six months until the real GCSE exams and 
so what counts most at this point is the work ethic and attitude that goes into being ‘exam ready’. 
 

Term dates: The last day of this term will be Friday 16th December. There will be an earlier finish that day.  School will end at 
12.30 pm.  The spring term starts for all students at 8.30am on Wednesday 4 January. There is a staff training day on Tuesday 
3 January 
 

Thank you as always for all your support. 
 
 

Yours faithfully 

Kieran Larkin 
 

 

https://athertonleigh.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.epiphany.org.uk/

