
 

 

 
 
3 February 2023 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Attendance and punctuality: You will be aware that we have a continuing drive on attendance and the 
importance of being in school on time each day.  Thank you for all you do to support with this.  Overall, attendance 
levels are better than they were and they are above the national average at our school, but they are not back to 
the levels they were before the pandemic. 
 

There are six areas in our Student Charter and the last of the six is ‘We will appreciate and recognise you for 
achieving your personal best’.  As part of this commitment, we will recognise improved attendance over time as 
well as the improvements in achievement, attitude to study and behaviours conducive to great learning. 
 

Reporting absence:  When there is a need to report your child as being absent, it is important that you ring school 
by no later than 8.30am on the day of the absence.  When the school does not know that a child is absent from 
school this requires us to trigger a truancy check.  Where your child may be absent for more than one day, it is 
important to ring the school each day to confirm their continuing absence. 
 

National Apprenticeship Week: Next week we are celebrating National Apprenticeship Week (6th - 
12th February) with events taking place in school and out of school.  The theme this year is ‘Skills for Life’ focusing 
on how apprenticeships can help individuals develop the skills and knowledge required for a rewarding career, as 
well as shining a light on how businesses can develop a talented workforce that is equipped with future-ready 
skills.  
 

There is an Apprenticeships Open Evening being held on the 9th February with Alliance Learning.  This event is not 
in school.  Tickets to this event are still available for this by following the link below.  Booking is recommended 
but not essential.  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/apprenticeship-open-evening-2023-tickets-388575679317 
 

Manchester College will be offering Lunchtime Drop-In Session for Years 10 and 11 in school on Monday and 
Friday next week.  Alliance Learning will be in school on Friday 10th February for our Year 11 assembly on 
Apprenticeship opportunities. 
 

Year 9 options: A significant time in every child's education is choosing their GCSE option subjects.  The process 
for Year 9 will begin on Tuesday 7th March with a student assembly and a parental webinar (more details to follow) 
on the evening of Wednesday 8th March.   
 

Year 9 parents’ evening: this will take place remotely on Tuesday 14th March.  Sign up details will follow near the 
time. 
 

Year 10 parents’ evening: this will take place remotely on Wednesday 1st March.  Sign up details will follow near 
the time. 
 

And finally, thank you for all your support on Wednesday when we were unable to run school as we would 
normally be able to.  Many students showed their commitment to their studies by engaging well in the remote 
learning we provided instead of a normal day in school.  Your support with this was much appreciated. 
 

Yours faithfully  
 

Kieran Larkin 
Headteacher 
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