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Exam timetable
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MORNING EXAMS AFTERNOON EXAMS

DATE 8.45AM START

unless shown otherwise

DURATION DATE 1.15PM START

unless shown otherwise 

DURATION

Wed 8th 

May 

Year 10

WJEC Entry Level English 1 hr

No GCSE Exam

Thu 9th May Year 10 

Religious Studies 

Paper 1 

1 hr 45 min

Thu 9th May Year 11 

Drama, Understanding Drama 1 hr 45 min

Fri 10th May Year 11

Combined Science Trilogy 

Biology Paper 1 

Triple Science Biology Paper 1 

1 hr 15 min

1hr 45 min

Fri 10th May No GCSE Exam

Mon 13th

May

Year 11

English Literature 

Component 1 

2 hr

Mon 13th May No GCSE Exam

Tue 14th May Year 11

French

Listening

&

Reading

Listening

35min F 45min H 

Reading 

45 min F 1hr H 

Tue 14th May Year 11

Chinese 

Listening and understanding

Reading and Understanding 

45min

1hr 05 min

Wed 15th

May

Year 11 

History Paper 1

Thematic study and historic 

environment 

1 hr 15 min

Wed 15th May Year 11 

Computer Science Paper 1 

Computer systems 

1hr 30 min

Thu 16th

May

Year 11

Maths Paper 1 non-calculator 1 hr 30 min

Thu 16th

May

Year 10

Religious Studies

Paper 2 

1 hr 45 min

Fri 17th

May

Year 11

Combined Science Trilogy

Chemistry Paper 1 

Triple Science Chemistry

Paper 1 

1 hr 15 min

1hr 45 min

Fri 17th

May

Year 11

Geography Paper 1 1 hr 30 min

Mon 20th 

May

Year 11

English Literature

Component 2 

2hr 30 mins

Mon 20th 

May

No GCSE Exam

Tues 21st 

May

No GCSE Exam Tues 21st 

May

Year 11

Computer Science Paper 2

Computational thinking, 

algorithms and programming 

1hr 30 min

Wed 22nd

May

Year 11

Combined Science Trilogy

Physics Paper 1

Triple Science Physics

Paper 1 

1 hr 15 min

1hr 45 min

Wed 22nd

May

Year 11

PE Paper 1 

Physical factors affecting 

performance

Year 11 ( 2.15PM start)

Chinese

Paper 4 Writing in Chinese 

1 hr

1hr 25 mins



Exam timetable
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MORNING EXAMS AFTERNOON EXAMS

DATE 8.45AM START

unless shown otherwise

DURATION DATE 1.15PM START

unless shown otherwise 

DURATION

Thu 23rd

May

Year 11 

English Language Comp 1 1 hr 45 min

Thu 23rd May No GCSE Exam

Fri 24th May Year 11

French Writing 

1hr F

1hr 15 min H

Fri 24th May No GCSE Exam

MAY HALF-TERM HOLIDAY

Mon 3rd

June

Year 11

Maths Paper 2 calculator 1 hr 30 min

Mon 3rd

June

Year 11

PE Paper 2 

Socio-cultural issues and sports 

psychology

1 hr

Tues 4th June Year 11

Spanish

Listening

&

Reading

Listening

35min F 45min

H 

Reading 

45 min F 1hr H

Tues 4th June Year 11

History Paper 2

British depth study & Period 

study 

1 hr 45 min

Wed 5th June Year 11

Geography Paper 2 1 hr 30 min

Wed 5th June No GCSE Exam

Thu 6th June Year 11 

English Language Comp 2 2 hr

Thu 6th June Contingency Session

(See below)

Fri 7th June No GCSE Exam Fri 7th

June

Year 11

Combined Science Trilogy 

Biology Paper 2

Triple Science Biology Paper 2 

1 hr 15 min

1hr 45 min

Mon 10th

June

Year 11

Maths Paper 3 calculator 1 hr 30 min

Mon 10th

June

Year 11

Spanish Writing 1hr min F

1hr 15 min H

Tues 11th

June

Year 11

Combined Science Trilogy

Chemistry Paper 2 

Triple Science Chemistry

Paper 2 

1 hr 15 min

1hr 45 min

Tues 11th

June

Year 11

History Paper 3 Modern Depth 

Study

1hr 20 min

Wed 12th 

June

No GCSE Exam Wed 12th 

June

Year 11

Persian Listening 

& Reading H

Year 11

Portuguese Listening 

& Reading H

Year 10

Polish Listening & Reading H 

45 min

1 hr 05 min

45 min

1 hr 

Listening 45min

Reading 1hr

Thu 13th 

June

No GCSE Exam Thu 13th June Contingency Session

(See below)



Exam timetable
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MFL Speaking Tests  

• Tue 30th April Cantonese, Persian, Polish Portuguese 

• Tue 7th May French & Spanish 

Contingency Sessions 

In case of any local or national disruption to the exam season, the following  contingency sessions 

have been allocated by the Awarding Bodies.

All GCSE Students must be available to sit exams at these times.

• Thursday 6th June PM

• Thursday 13th June PM

• Wednesday 26th June AM and PM

MORNING EXAMS AFTERNOON EXAMS

DATE 8.45AM START

unless shown otherwise

Duration DATE 1.15PM START

unless shown otherwise

Duration

Mon 17th

June

No GCSE Exam Mon 17th

June

Year 11

Music 

1 hr 30 min

Tues 18th

June

Year 11

Design and Tech

Written 

2hr 

Tues 18th

June

Year 10

Polish Writing H 

Year 11

Portuguese Writing H (1)

Year 11

Persian Writing H 

1hr 15 min

1hr 20 min

1hr 25 min

Wed 19th 

June

Year 11

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Component 1 Written 

1hr 45 min Wed 19th 

June

No GCSE Exam

Wed 26th

June

Contingency Session

(See below)

Wed 26th

June

Contingency Session

(See below)



Revision support

Revision support videos

Your teachers will provide 

you with bespoke revision 

materials in class and 

through Satchel one.

Below are links to videos 

that have been shared 

during form time 

regarding revision.
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Title Link Title Link

The Forgetting Curve
Recording-
20230928_130033.webm

…And Another Thing

https://lowtonhighlowton-
my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/pe
rsonal/reynoldse_lowtonhs_
wigan_sch_uk/ER3_ExThDJZJ
o9qqXt-
5jCEBOBTYPAbxYAm426bGr
H5Ryg?e=IU26hL&nav=eyJyZ
WZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVm
ZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1X
ZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZp
ZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1
MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBc
HBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJl
ZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXci
fX0%3D&referrer=Outlook.
Web&referrerScenario=emai
l-linkwithembed

Timetables
Recording-
20231012_152715.webm

Diet, exercise and 

Sleep
Revise Strategy - Diet, 
Exercise and Sleep.webm

Flash Cards
Recording-
20231108_142306.webm

Managing your work 

and free time.
Managing your work life 
balance.webm

Mind Mapping
https://web.microsoftstream
.com/video/51745084-3f12-
4db6-a503-a5b47598e408

Look, Cover, Write, 

Check

Recording-
20240206_155047.webm

https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/rullog_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/Documents/Recording-20230928_130033.webm?csf=1&web=1&e=bM71iK&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19
https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/reynoldse_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/ER3_ExThDJZJo9qqXt-5jCEBOBTYPAbxYAm426bGrH5Ryg?e=IU26hL&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D&referrer=Outlook.Web&referrerScenario=email-linkwithembed
https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/blackc_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/EfJK_9oaXthHteOAj9gylnUBz_7E_ZSm3HyKdH-gWzPPZQ?e=5zdScR
https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/hillk_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/EcQVkYphyYxJpLzkCi14W3cBVUAqObi6FoXNb944mv-fFw?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=dhY3RE
https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/robbk_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/EWhl8BII6IxAivLK27FWbRABx1B_46dooYRICCKtsOE7Kg?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19
https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/critchleya_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/EVZLDZH6ZIhPgbtRdaJIbv4BwB2vq6WhVRd276UvJSXPHQ?nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZyIsInJlZmVycmFsQXBwUGxhdGZvcm0iOiJXZWIiLCJyZWZlcnJhbE1vZGUiOiJ2aWV3In19&e=y9kaxn
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/51745084-3f12-4db6-a503-a5b47598e408
https://lowtonhighlowton-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/lyalls_lowtonhs_wigan_sch_uk/Documents/Recording-20240206_155047.webm?csf=1&web=1&e=egqF7f&nav=eyJyZWZlcnJhbEluZm8iOnsicmVmZXJyYWxBcHAiOiJTdHJlYW1XZWJBcHAiLCJyZWZlcnJhbFZpZXciOiJTaGFyZURpYWxvZy1MaW5rIiwicmVmZXJyYWxBcHBQbGF0Zm9ybSI6IldlYiIsInJlZmVycmFsTW9kZSI6InZpZXcifX0%3D


Advice for parents and carers

Lowton Church of England High 
School wants to make the 
examination experience as stress 
free and successful as possible for 
all students.

We know that you will want to help 
support your child during their 
GCSE examinations and we 
appreciate that exam time can be 
stressful for the whole family.

The following tips may further help and support your child: 

Encourage the rest of the family to help by not disturbing their revision

• Secure a quiet place for them to study.
• Encourage planned relaxation time.
• Praise their hard work.
• Emphasise the need for plenty of sleep.
• Check how they are doing by letting them explain something that they 

have learnt.
• Reading is unlikely to be enough in terms of revision. Encourage them to 

use the strategies shared on satchel one and during form time.
• Ask your child how they are feeling and how each of their exams has 

gone.
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Student wellbeing
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Your well-being and exams

There is no right place to revise; you need to find where 
works for you. You might want to
consider:

• What distractions are there in your chosen place? Will 
they stop you from being productive? e.g. TV, your 
friend.

• Do you work best when you have people around you 
to support you, for example a family
member or a friend.

• Where can you work that will enable you to be able to 
focus in a quiet environment.

Exams are stressful for everyone:

• You won't be alone in feeling under pressure about 
your exams, many other students will
feel the same

• A small amount of stress can be good for you - it can 
motivate you to do better and to focus.

Ways to help yourself:

• Go outside for exercise and fresh air.
• Set aside time to meet up with your friends when not 

revising.
• Give yourself relaxation time - this helps to maximise 

the time you then spend revising.
• Keep up with hobbies and activities that you enjoy.
• Eating and sleeping well can also help.
• Don't revise too late at night.
• Take adequate breaks.
• Talk about how you are feeling - this could be people 

at home, a friend or a member of staff at school.



Before the exams

Examination Boards
The school will be using the following examining boards for this year’s
examinations: AQA, Pearson (Edexcel), OCR & WJEC (Eduqas).

Candidate Numbers
Each candidate is issued with a four-digit candidate number. It must
be entered, along with your name, on every exam paper you sit. It will
appear next to your name on seating plans and examination registers,
and on the name card placed on your examination desk.

Timetable
You will receive an individual timetable showing your own specific
examinations; please check this very carefully. Check that you have
been entered for the examinations and tiers that you were expecting.

Please check all the personal details; date of birth, spelling of names
etc. This information will appear on your certificates so it is important
that it is correct.

Some candidates may have a timetable clash, where more than one
examination may be taking place at the same time. Candidates will be
made aware of this at the earliest opportunity and school will re-
schedule papers internally for the same day. Candidates will normally
be supervised in another examination room, as they must not have any
communication with any other candidates. Please inform the
Examinations Manager, Mrs McVey immediately if you spot a clash on
your timetable.

Contact numbers
Please make sure that school has at least one up-to-date contact
number, parents will be contacted for any absent student to establish
their whereabouts.
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Before the exams

Equipment

• For each examination you need to make sure you bring: 

- A black biro pen (plus spares)
- A pencil (plus spares)
- A ruler
- An eraser

• Another extremely important piece of equipment is a CALCULATOR.  All calculators must 
conform to exam rules and regulations; if in doubt check with your teacher.  Please remove 
all covers and/or instructions. You must remember to clear the calculator memory before 
you start each examination.

• All items of equipment, pens, pencils etc., must be visible at all times.  Therefore you are 
allowed a clear pencil case only. 

• You are not permitted to bring ‘Tippex’ or correction pens into the exam room.

• Only material that is listed on the question paper is allowed into the examination room, 
such as anthologies, set texts etc.  No ‘rough or scrap paper’ will be allowed. Exam 
regulations are very strict regarding items that may be taken into the exam room.  Any 
student found to have any material that is not permitted, will be reported to the exam 
board and risks being disqualified from the exam.

9
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Expectations during exams

Examination Regulations

• A copy of the Information for Candidates for Written Examinations, Warning to 
Candidates and the Unauthorised Items poster which are issued jointly by all the 
Awarding Bodies, are printed at the back of this booklet.  All candidates must read this 
carefully and note that to break any of the examination rules or regulations could lead to 
disqualification from all subjects.  

Attendance

• Candidates are responsible for checking their own individual timetable and arriving at 
school on the correct day, at the correct time, in uniform and fully equipped.  

• MORNING EXAMS WILL START AT 8.45AM

• AFTERNOON EXAMS WILL START AT 1.15PM

• Please arrive in plenty of time and allow extra time to get to school so that if you are 
delayed, through transport problems for example, you still arrive on time.

Lateness

• Candidates who arrive late for an examination may still be permitted to sit the paper.

• Candidates who arrive one hour after the official start time of the examination or before 
the end of the examination for examinations lasting less than an hour, may still be 
permitted to sit the paper, but the Awarding Body may decide not to accept the script for 
marking. A report has to be sent to the Awarding Body for their consideration.

• Please inform school at the earliest opportunity if you are going to arrive late for an 
examination.  Make your way immediately to B Block reception where a member of staff 
will escort you into the exam room.  You must NEVER enter an exam room without 
permission.
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Expectations during exams

Mobile phones and electronic devices.

DO NOT BRING MOBILE TELEPHONES, I-WATCHES, IPODS, AIRPODS, MP3/4 PLAYERS OR ANY 
OTHER SUCH EQUIPMENT INTO AN EXAMINATION ROOM. 

IF YOU ARE FOUND CARRYING SUCH EQUIPMENT IT WILL BE CONFISCATED AND YOU RISK BEING 
DISQUALIFIED FROM THE WHOLE EXAM SERIES.

If a mobile telephone, or any other equipment that is not permitted into the exam room, is found on your 
possession during an examination, it will be taken from you and a report will be sent to the Exam Board.  
There can be no exceptions.

Seating plans

• A seating plan will be in place for you, which will be displayed outside the exam room, and also on the 
notice board in the Year 11 area. The order of the seating plan cannot be changed and candidates must 
sit in the seats allocated to them on the plan.

• Name cards will be placed on a desk for each candidate stating your Name and Candidate Number.  The 
plan is arranged according to TIER and candidate number, so you will sometimes be sitting in either 
FOUNDATION or HIGHER.  This does not apply to every subject.  Please note that you may not be sitting 
in the same seat for every examination, so always ensure you take the time to check the seating plan 
before each exam.

• Please do not write on or graffiti on the exam desks or your name card in any way. Do not turn your 
name card over; it is a requirement of the examination awarding bodies that a candidate can be 
identified.

Exam room

• There will be a board at the front of every exam room clearly stating the Centre Number, the Subject 
and Start and Finish times of the exam.  There will also be a clock in every examination room.

• Candidates are not allowed to leave the examination room without the permission of an invigilator.  You 
will be escorted by an invigilator. Candidates are required to stay in the exam room for the duration of 
the examination to ensure they make full use of the time and avoid disruption to other candidates.

• You may, if you wish, bring still bottled water with a sports cap into each examination.  All labels must 
be removed.  Fizzy or any other drinks will be confiscated.
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Expectations during exams

Invigilators

• The school employs external invigilators to assist with conducting the examinations.  Students are 
expected to behave in a respectful manner towards all invigilators and follow their instructions at 
all times. Failure to do so is a breach of examination rules.

• Invigilators are in the examination rooms to assist you and supervise the conduct of the 
examination.  They will distribute and collect the examination papers, tell candidates when to start 
and finish the examination, hand out continuation booklets if required and deal with any problems 
that occur during the examination, for example if a candidate is feeling unwell.

• Listen carefully to all instructions given by the invigilators as they may have to hand out some 
important last minute information regarding the examination.

• Please note that invigilators or any other member of staff cannot discuss the examination paper 
with you or explain the questions.

• Pupils who are disruptive or behave in an unacceptable manner will be removed from the 
examination room by invigilators and a member of the Senior Leadership Team will be informed.

Question papers

• Each question paper clearly states on the front the SUBJECT NAME, DATE, TIME & LENGTH OF 
EXAM PAPER.  It is extremely important that you check the TIER OF PAPER, either FOUNDATION or 
HIGHER, if applicable, BEFORE YOU ENTER YOUR DETAILS.

If you feel you have not been given the correct exam paper you must inform an invigilator 
immediately.

• Read all instructions on the exam paper carefully.

• Ensure you write your LEGAL NAME, CANDIDATE NUMBER & the CENTRE NUMBER on all 
question papers and any continuation booklets.  Continuation booklets must be placed inside the 
answer booklet in the order used.

• Examination papers are scanned by the examination boards Do not draw, graffiti or write 
inappropriately on the examination papers in any way – if you do the examination board may 
refuse to accept your paper, they will report this to us.

• No question papers, answer papers, continuation booklets or texts may be taken from the exam 
room.

• At the end of the examination the invigilators will collect in all exam work.  Remember to cross 
through any rough work you do not want marking and ensure you have put your details on every 
answer/continuation booklet.  You are still under exam conditions at this point and must remain in 
absolute silence until you have left the room.
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Expectations during exams

Fire Alarms

• If the fire alarm sounds during an examination the invigilators will ask you to stop writing and a 
note of the time will be made.  If you have to evacuate the exam room, you will be asked to leave 
everything on your desk and leave in SILENCE.  You will be escorted to a designated area. You 
must not attempt to communicate with another candidate in any way, you are still under 
examination conditions.

• When you return to the exam room you must not start writing until instructed to do so by the 
invigilators.

• You will be allowed the full working time for the exam and a request for special consideration for 
the disturbance will be sent to the Awarding Body.

Access Arrangements

Access Arrangements means making adjustments for candidates with specific needs,  in line with the 
Awarding Bodies rules and regulations.

• Candidates who are entitled to Access Arrangements will have been made aware of this by a 
member of the Special Educational Needs Department.  

• Candidates may be allocated a separate exam room from the majority of the candidates to ensure 
their needs are met and kept within the Awarding Bodies rules and regulations. If you are unsure, 
please see a member of the Special Educational Needs Department or the Examinations Officer.
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